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SUBJECT: 


My Opening Statement for the May 2 Meeting 


^Enclosed is a draft of my opening statement for the meeting with the 
North Vietnamese tomorrow. You will note that it is in three sections. 
The first portion, after brief remarks for the record on our nego- 
tiating attitude, concentrates on the cynical record that the North ~ 
Vietnamese have compiled of gearing their military offensives to 
private talks, I t hink it is useful to lay this out concretely, both for 
the North Vietnamese and for other possible audiences. The first 
section then attacks their recent offensive and their violation of the 
1968 understandings. It reaffirms your determination to pursue what- 
ever course is required to meet their attack and then outlines the 
three things that the North Vietnamese must do: 

-- Stop their present offensive, 

-- Withdraw their invading force and restore the 1968 understanding 


-- Negotiate seriously. 
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There is no sense talking about future agreements while your invading 
armies are tearing up past ones. And it is difficult indeed to trust 
your negotiating intentions when one considers the cynical and brutal 
game you have been playing with your careful orchestration of military 
offensive and the scheduling of our private meetings. ^ 0 PO‘ 

Before going into the substance of our discussions today, I want 
you to understand that we are well familiar with your practice of relating 
negotiations and military strategy. These tactics have not changed’ appre- 
ciably since 1954. The "talk- fight" aspect is unmistakable to anyone who 
has examined the record. 

The pattern in recent months is obvious. Our last meeting was on 
September 13, 1971. It ended unsuccessfully; but both sides agreed we 
• wou l<i meet again if either had something to say. 

On October 11 we conveyed to you our new comprehensive proposal 
for an overall settlement to the war. 

This plan reflected an earnest attempt on our part to meet your 
concerns on the two principal remaining issues -- withdrawal and the 
political solution* It reaffirmed all the previous proposals we had made 
throughout the summer and which had led to basic agreement between us 



